FROM THIRTY YEARS WITH FREUD
am not saying this to justify hasty or distorted judgments,
but merely to explain the careless architecture of the
whole. It cannot be disputed that the parenthetical Zweig
analysis disturbs the balance. If we look deeper, we can
probably find what was the purpose for its addition. Had
I been free to disregard the place where the essay was to
appear, I should certainly have written: "We may
diagnose that in the history of a neurosis characterized by
so severe a guilt-feeling the struggle with onanism plays a
special part. This diagnosis is completely confirmed by
Dostoyevsky's pathological passion for gambling. For, as
we see in a story by Zweig . . ." That is, the attention
devoted to Zweig's story is not dictated by the relationship
of Zweig to Dostoyevsky, but of onanism to neurosis. Still,
it did take an awkward turn.
I will hold to my belief in a scientifically objective social
standard of ethics, and therefore I should not contest in
the least the upright philistine's right to call his behaviour
good and moral, even though he has attained it at the
cost of little self-conquest. At the same time I will grant
your subjective, psychological view of ethics. Although I
agree with your opinions on the world and present-day
man, I cannot, as you know, share your pessimistic
rejection of a better fiiture.
Certainly I subsumed Dostoyevsky the psychologist
under the poet. I might also have charged against him
that his insight was so entirely restricted to the workings
of the abnormal psyche. Consider his astounding help-
lessness before the phenomena of love; he really understands
only either crude instinctive desire or masochistic sub-
mission and love from pity. You are also quite right in
your assumption that I do not really like Dostoyevsky,
despite all my admiration for his power and nobility.
That comes from the fact that my patience with patho-
logical natures is completely exhausted in my daily work.
In art and life I am intolerant toward them. That is a
personal trait, not binding on others.
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